The DERP: is it an effective methodology?
The Drug Effectiveness Review Project (DERP) is a process with challenges as well as rewards. This Perspective explores the issues that hamper the DERP's effectiveness and discusses the changes it has generated in the drug review process for pharmacy and therapeutics (P&T) committees. The need for more timely and substantial evidence is a key barrier to all drug review processes; here I offer some alternative methods for comparing new drugs that have few comparators. A perfect process is a long way off. However, continuing to explore the methodologies in place today can lead us to more effective processes and metrics.